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ABSTRACT 


Long before Islamic State's Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi declared himself caliph -- a claim with great, though false, 
historical resonance for Muslims -- the terror master Osama bin Laden was lamenting the loss of the old Spanish 
and Ottoman caliphates. 


FULL TEXT 


We must articulate and defend the values of a plural society 

Today this newspaper begins an open-minded but unflinching series of articles analysing Muslim Australia, its 
successes and vulnerabilities, and how it fits within an open, pluralistic society. Ours is a multicultural nation with 
a good record of assimilating diverse groups. Lively debates come with the territory, whether it was Malcolm 
Fraser's embrace of Indochinese refugees in the 1970s or Bob Hawke's 1989 decision to allow a generation of 
Tiananmen Square students to stay. 

Muslim immigration has had its outstanding stories of success. Today we profile the Dandachi family of Sydney, 
who show the entrepreneurial flair of so many of the Lebanese diaspora. In January we chose Sydney GP and 
Muslim leader Jamal Rifi as our Australian of the Year for his vision of a cohesive society built on shared values. 
Islam in Australia is too various to stereotype and this newspaper comes to the subject with no sectarian agenda; 
we stand by our view that immigration is an engine of prosperity. However, it serves nobody's interests to look 
away from the worrying signs and unsettling facts that are part of the complex story of Muslim Australia. There is 
a historical warning in the so-called "Lebanon Concession" made by Mr Fraser in the 1970s. Many of those who 
migrated were ill-equipped to prosper in Australia, being from rural backgrounds with few skills and poor English. 
Vietnamese refugees from that time did much better; their full-time employment rate is roughly in line with the 
national average whereas the Lebanese-born as a group have high unemployment rates. 

By migration and birthrate, Muslims are making their presence felt; the population identifying as Muslim grew by 
40 per cent between 2006 and 2011; their numbers are expected to rise from 476,291 in 2011 to 714,000 by 2030. 
Many of the 50,000 illegal boat arrivals during the Rudd-Gillard years of broken borders were Muslim and, 
according to former immigration minister Scott Morrison, Afghans "were a particularly dominant component of this 
group and are also characterised by their youth, poor language skills and limited vocational capacity". This 
presents a challenge of integration; unemployment and social ills such as drug abuse can be the background to 
radicalisation and extremism. It's troubling that Afghan asylum-seekers were among those arrested in last 
September's Operation Appleby counter-terror strike. 

When a community is under siege, there are two possible responses. One is to turn away from the problem and cry 
bigotry or racism. The other is to face the problem squarely. Often it's misguided outsiders (the jihadi denialists of 
Fairfax Media, for example, being unable to discern terrorism in the Lindt cafe siege) who refuse to confront 
problems pointed out by brave insiders such as Dr Rifi. It's not about attacking Islam, it's about rallying to the 
cause of good Muslims who are struggling for the soul of Islam. 

Most Muslims want the peace and prosperity that comes from an Islam that coexists with modernity; it is a 
fanatical fringe that seeks to impose a fabricated medieval Islam. Australia is just one theatre in a global battle; 
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the victims have been as various as Jews in Buenos Aires, Shia Muslims in Iraq, Buddhists in Thailand and 
Christians in Nigeria. It makes no sense to say there is no link between Islam and terror; there obviously is, in the 
sense that jihadis tirelessly recite a pseudo-Koranic justification for their attacks. And the historical dimension of it 
all cannot be overlooked. Long before Islamic State's Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi declared himself caliph -- a claim with 
great, though false, historical resonance for Muslims -- the terror master Osama bin Laden was lamenting the loss 
of the old Spanish and Ottoman caliphates. It’s up to the pluralist West to counter such claims with a vigorous 
explanation and defence of the values enshrined by a modern open society. This has practical relevance for 
immigration and citizenship. These are not trivial or unconditional benefits; Australia must work harder to make 
sure that we attract new migrants and citizens who accept the pluralistic values that are the bedrock of our 
society. Better to take a pro-Western graduate of, say, Istanbul Technical University than a boat arrival with his 
heart set on sharia law down under. 

This week Haset Sali, the founding president of the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils, said we ought to be 
"more careful about who we let into this country. There are people who unfortunately don’t appreciate the great 
freedom that we have in this nation and the opportunities that are available if people live by the law and do the 
right thing.” He is brave enough to say what many deluded progressives will not admit.Often it will be first- 
generation migrants who will be best placed to explain to the next generation the liberties -- and duties -- that come 
with being Australian. A crucial role will also be played by Islamic voluntary organisations and by schools both 
secular and faith-based. The challenge was well articulated on Friday by former college principal Mubarak Noor- 
Mohamed, who drew the link between a sound education and resistance to the temptations of extremism: "(Islamic 
State is) targeting poor, vulnerable teenagers. What if they don’t have an adequate education? This prospect of 
radicalisation is a very big concern for me.” It’s a concern for all Australians. 
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